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exposed himself so recklessly to the fire of the
enemy that one imagines he longed for a bullet
to strike him.

Yet his conduct of the retreat was masterly
beyond description:

I lack words to express my admiration [writes Sir
Hudson Lowe] of the intrepidity and discipline of the
troops. The example of Field-marshal Bliicher him-
self, who was everywhere and in the most exposed situ-
ations, of Generals Kleist and Kapzewitsch, of General
Gneisenau who directed the movements on the Chaus-
s6e, of General Zieten and Prince Augustus of Prussia,
always at the head of his brigade, animating it to the
most heroic efforts, could not fail to inspire the soldiers
with a resolution that must even have struck the
enemy with admiration and surprise.

Blucher and Gneisenau adopted the settled
policy of making light of their disasters: "We
tried to act as though we had not been beaten,"
Gneisenau confessed later. Blucher reported to
the Tsar and Frederick William that "Napoleon,
in three bloody skirmishes in which he led his old
guard against the Silesian army, did not succeed in
striking any decisive blows." And to Hardenberg
he wrote, not without a side-thrust at Schwarzen-
berg:

My three corps, Yorck's, Sacken's,and Kleist'shave
all three fought separately with Napoleon. Many
have fallen; but I have accomplished my purpose and
detained the Emperor here for five days. If, during